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The trend towards the formation of larger planning groups on
a commercial basis which is already apparent has, however, serious
drawbacks. One of the major purposes of each group is to be
successful, to make profit. This may lit in with the interests of
society as a whole, but often it does not.
The other remedy should be preferred.
The creation of a fund of unbiased information available to all.
This would mean the setting up of institutions working for the
benefit of society as a whole, which would therefore probably have
to be financed by the State.
Finally, the presentation of the National Plan. The result
will be laid down in the form of reports, maps, diagrammatic
schemes and actual plans by the central planning agency as well
as by regional and local agencies. Besides these more or less
expert statements effort should be made to make the general
public " planning-minded ". Planning can hardly be successful
without the active support of the public ; at least public opinion
must not be in opposition to the work of the planners. It seems
that the general attitude is relatively favourable towards planning.
Of course, there are always fluctuations of attitude which are
sometimes rather superficial. Yet for conducting an intelligent
educational campaign on the basic ideas of national planning
something more is needed than to put over propaganda for daily
consumption. Some underlying and more stable attitudes do
exist which are the obvious starting point. There is, first of
all, the deep conviction that things cannot go on as they did
before the war; that mere muddling through will not do, and
that only a systematic procedure can lead us out of this present
chaos. Then there is the general desire to preserve and even
to improve the natural resources of the country in the interest
of the community, while, last but not least, there is a feeling
that all parts of the community should share equally in the fruits
of reconstruction. All these tendencies are in favour of plan-
ning ; we can, therefore, justifiably dispense with " propaganda **
and can turn to more sincere means: to persuasion and
explanation.
This can be done by the written and the spoken word and
by a visual approach* All strata of population must be reached;
we must not only approach what is termed ** the general public **
but also those directly connected with planning as central,
regional and local authorities in every sphere to be touched by
reconstruction: industrialists, agriculturalists and the whole
host of potential reconstruction doctors. What are the subjects
which are to be presented ? Here are a few suggestions selected
at random.